[Spontaneous and other non-tumor-induced esophageal perforations].
The outcome of esophageal perforation is determined by the cause and localisation, but mainly by the time lapse between trauma and therapy. Spontaneous and intraoperative ruptures are most dangerous. Treatment of choice is direct closure and drainage. If this is not possible, esophagectomy or exclusion and diversion in continuity should be considered. The injury may present itself with rather unspecific symptoms. Pathological findings in the plain chest roentgenogram and gastrographin study will confirm diagnosis in nearly all cases.